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the   population, whom  the enemy's requisitions had  exas-
perated.

M. de Talleyrand and his party saw that if they allowed
the Emperor time to bring up all these troops to Paris, he
might beat the allies in the streets, or retire to the loyal
provinces and continue the war till he tired the enemy into
making peace. The government must be changed. But
there was the difficulty. They wanted to restore the Bour-
bons, while part of the nation wished to leave Napoleon on
the throne, or call his son to it. There was the same differ-
ence of opinion among the allies; the Kings of England and
Prussia being on the side of the Bourbons, while the Emperor
of Russia, who never liked them, was disposed to support
the interests of Napoleon's son.

In order to settle the question by taking the first step?
and as it were to force the hand of the allied sovereigns,
Talleyrand caused a score of young aristocrats to appear on
horseback on the Place Louis XV, wearing white cockades.
Led by Yiscount Talon, an old comrade of mine, from whom
I have the details, they made their way towards the Emperor
Alexander's hotel, loudly shouting,c Long live Louis XVIII.!
Down with the tyrant!' At first the bystanders were merely
stupefied; presently the crowd began to threaten, and the most
resolute members of the cavalcade wavered. The first outburst
of royalism had missed fire, but they repeated the scene at
various points. Sometimes they were hooted, sometimes
applauded. The Parisians required a cry to arouse them, and
that which Talon and his friends had started resounded all day
in the ears of the Emperor Alexander. In the evening Talley-
rand was able to say to him, c YouirMajesty can judge for
yourself with what unanimity the country desires the restora-
tion of the Bourbons.' From that moment, though Napoleon's
partisans, as the events of. the next year showed, were many
more than those of Louis XVIII., his cause was lost. divisions at Lyons. The Army of"
